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Then a higher voice would break in with:

" Kyrie eleison . .   "
And a third, deep as a bassoon:

" Kyrie elei-soon . . ."

The last syllable would be carried fathoms deep into the
ultimate pits and caverns of the voice.

I entered by a side door into a mist of incense. At first
I could see nothing but pin-points of candlelight and two
green sparks and one ruby-red, hanging in the darkness; but
soon my eyes could make out the forms, darker shadows in
a world of shadows, of the great candelabra hanging from
the roof of the nave. It was like wandering in some vast
cave hung with stalactites.

I tip-toed to a choir-stall and stood there unseen.
Near the east end of the church was a faint glow of light
in which the top of the lectern was visible. Bearded faces
would appear out of the darkness and shine for a moment
in the glow, to disappear again smoothly into the dark. Only
a rustle indicated that a face would appear in this glow, just
a faint scraping on the floor, as an invisible body approached,
then suddenly a new face, pale and bearded as all the
others, would be shining like the ghost of Banquo.

Slowly, almost imperceptibly, dawn began to steal like
a grey veil into the church, but it seemed impossible that
light could ever invade that solid darkness. Then across the
nave, in the stalls opposite, I saw monks standing; I saw
the nave pillars going up like grey shadows, and the high
outline of the ikonostasis with its rampart of saints. A door
in the ikonostasis opened. A priest in a vestment, which I
could now see was red, came out with a large book in his
hand; a monk in black stood beside him holding a candle
near the book. His voice sounded for a long time in the cold
church. The light grew. I could see the faces of saints
gazing long-bearded from the gold of ikons. The priest and
his attendant moved through the door; there was a bright
sound of curtain-rings running along a brass rod, and a sheet of
red brocade filled the doorway. The service, which had been
in progress since half-past three, had ended with the dawn*